The Lord’s Church

"The Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved" (Acts 2:47).  Only those who are saved according to God’s instructions are in the Lord’s church.  But how many churches does the Lord have?  Jesus says in Matthew 16:18, "Upon this rock I will build My church."  The word "My" shows possession and that the church belongs to Jesus.  The word church is singular not plural.  The Lord only promised to build His one church. In Ephesians 4:4-6 we read, "There is one body, and one Spirit, even as you were called in one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all, and in you all."  Just as there is only one God, there is only one body.  What is this one body?  In Ephesians 1:21-22 we find out what this one body is, "And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be the head over all things to the church, which is His body."  Here we see that the Bible says the church is the body.  So the one body is the one church which belongs to the Lord.  One might as well believe in more than one God as to believe that the Lord has more than one church. Today we hear the sincere but mistaken plea to "attend the church of your choice."  Why not attend the church of God’s choice, the only one that Jesus "purchased with His own blood" (Acts 20:28).  Christ did not shed His blood to purchase any denomination.  The one church that Christ purchased with His own blood belongs to Him and the name it wears must honor Him.  (Does the place you worship wear a scriptural name?) We read in Ephesians 5:23, "Christ is the head of the church, and he is the savior of the body."  Christ is only the saviour of His one body, His one church.  The Lord only adds the saved to His church (Acts 2:47).  In the Lord’s scheme of redemption, He has only planned to have one church.  He is only going to save His one true church.
Misunderstandings about things like the “Lord’s church” is one of many reasons Why We Must Study God’s Word. Just as we eat 3 meals a day to sustain our physical bodies, we must also feast on God’s word daily to sustain our souls.  If we don’t we are in danger of losing our souls.  God says in Hosea 4:6, "My people are destroyed for a lack of knowledge."  People will be lost because they did not care enough to read and study God’s instruction book on how to go to Heaven. Paul says in 2 Thessalonians 2:10 that people will be lost "because they did not receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved."  Satan wants to distract us with the cares and deceits of this world.  He does not want us to read and study our Bibles every day.  He knows that we become weak and vulnerable when we fail to study.  Our strongest defense is a shield of faith.  How do we obtain that shield of faith to protect us?  Romans 10:17 says, "So then faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God."  The more we study the word of God the stronger our faith will be.  If we want to protect ourselves against Satan we must have a strong faith. But what happens when we fail to study God’s word and become spiritually starved?  2 Peter 3:16 says that those who are "untaught and unstable twist to their own destruction, as they do also the rest of the scriptures."  We cannot understand God’s word unless we study it.  And because of this Jesus says in Matthew 15:14, "They are blind leaders of the blind.  And if the blind lead the blind, both will fall into a ditch." To keep from wandering around in spiritual darkness, let’s study God’s word so that "Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path" (Psalms 119:105).  Let’s not endanger our souls by a lack of study of God’s word.  Let’s take time to study it daily. (Written by Ron Boatwright)

If readers have questions you would like answered in this weekly column or simply wish to know more about the church of Christ, we would like to invite you to call (715) 866-7157, visit our web site (www.burnettcountycofc.com) or stop by the church building at 7425 W. Birch St. in Webster. Sunday Bible class begins at 9:30 and worship begins at 10:30. We also meet Wednesday evenings at 7:00 pm. Office hours are Tuesday’s through Friday’s 9am-noon.
